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SECONDA PARTE: TESTIMONI

The EoF Marathon: the Ukrainan

experience of implementing the human-

centered approach in economy by

Metropolitan Archbishop Andrey

Sheptytsky

Olena Komisarenko

were presented the following topics:

1. A common understanding of what
Ukraine is, what challenges and social
problems it faces, where the country
is heading in its development and
how it is being reformed.

2. Ukrainian social academy impact and
social innovations, bringing ideas of
social change to business and contri-

bution of social entrepreneurs.
3. Successful cases of social

trepreneurship in Ukraine.
In this article we are going to focus on
the beginning of the session that started
with a brief overview of the impact of
Andrey Sheptytsky on the history of eco-
nomic thought of Ukraine and the impor-
tance of its contribution into the human-

en-
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centered economy of the future.

Considering the historical dimension,
we cannot ignore the footprint made by
the Metropolitan Archbishop of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church An-
drey Sheptytsky (1865-1944), who
worked tirelessly for forty-five years in
various directions not only for spiritual
needs but caring for people entrusted to
him and their material needs.

Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky
served his people as a spiritual leader for
almost half a century, until his death in
1944. 1t is important to us, people who
live in different circumstances and face
other economic, political and religious
challenges in these difficult times, to
refer to Sheptytsky’s way of thinking, his
actions in the field of economics, politi-
cal discourse, and interreligious rela-
tions.

Sheptytsky’s ideas in the field of eco-
nomics had a deep spiritual, moral and
ethical basis. He was successful in ana-
lyzing the economic realities of his time
and developed a number of principles
that were designed to solve the problems
posed by the then economic system.

In short, Sheptytsky’s economic prin-
ciples were as follows:

* Bottom-up economic development.

* Education is the key to economic suc-
cess.

e The aim of economic development is
to support family development.

+ Fair subsistence level (minimum wage)

* Fair trade (the market of quality, not
price).

* Fair pricing (no usury).

*  Wider ownership of private property.

» Development of cooperation for power
balancing on the market aimed at
achieving the above mentioned ob-
jectives.

Sheptytsky lived in a time when the
rhetoric of class struggle and the destruc-
tion of private property was loud. He
considered that these movements were
based on the logics of ‘zero sum’, hatred
and even violence. In his understanding,
this rhetoric was far from Christianity.
Based on the principles listed above, he
promoted an approach formed on mutual
respect between capital and labor, equity
for economic actors and the development
of cooperation aimed at helping those
who are in the least advantaged position.

The central point here is not only the
moral basis of his thoughts, but also the
principles he derived from this basis. The
most important thing is how he turned

these principles into a radically different
reality for the faithful who were under his
spiritual care.

Mobilizing the priests of his archdio-
cese to participate in a mass economic ac-
tion, he founded reading houses in each
village; promoted the establishment of
cooperatives and financially supported
them in order to increase their financial,
production and sales opportunities; dis-
tributed the ranks of property owners,
giving poor citizens the means to im-
prove their living standards; encouraged
fair trade, fair pricing and fair pay.

Before the First World War, there
were already more than 500 cooperatives
in the region where he served. Before the
Second World War, there were already
more than 1,500 of them. More than 1.4
million citizens were involved in the co-
operative movement. Economic transfor-
mations carried out in accordance with
his principles improved the lives and
prospects of hundreds of thousands of
families under his spiritual care.

In the current context, The Holy Fa-
ther Francis in various ways tells us that
the modern world needs a truly human-
centered economy. In his letter to young
economists and entrepreneurs worldwide,
referring to the encyclical letter Laudato
Si’, Pope Francis said: “... today more
than ever, everything is deeply connected
and that the safeguarding of the environ-
ment cannot be divorced from ensuring
justice for the poor and finding answers
to the structural problems of the global
economy. We need to correct models of
growth incapable of guaranteeing respect
for the environment, openness to life,
concern for the family, social equality,
the dignity of workers and the rights of
future generations.”

How much different the world would
be now if the ideas of Andrey Sheptytsky
had been mainstreamed in the 1920s and
1930s? 1t isn’t too late “to acknowledge
the gravity of the problems and, even
more, to set in place a new economic
model, the fruit of a culture of commu-
nion based on fraternity and equality” as
the Holy Father Francis calls us to do.

Both Andrey Sheptytsky and the Holy
Father Francis consider “brotherly love”
as the main principle that we must always
follow when talking about others or act-
ing towards them. Ingrained disputes,
which pass to persons, breed hatred and
lead to violence — or at least tend to
cause violence — were categorically un-
acceptable to Sheptytsky. Such behavior
obviously contradicts the foundations of
the Christian faith.

According to Marinovich, a Ukrainian
human rights activist, philosopher, the-
ologian and publicist, who conducted a
value analysis applying Sheptytsky’s
moral teachings, the principle of ‘zero
sum’ is as natural to humans as the prin-
ciple of ‘an eye for an eye’. If a person
gives in to the elements of his reactions,
then he chooses them. This fate can be
overcome only by culture, in this case by
evangelical culture. And the vector of
such a transition from the archaic law of
revenge to the gospel law of love was set
by Jesus Christ: «You have heard that it
was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth. And I say unto you, Resist
not evil. Whoever strikes you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also» (Mt
5:38-39). And also, «Ye have heard that
it was said, thou shalt love thy neighbor,
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you,
love your enemies, and pray for them
which persecute you» (Matt. 5:43—44).

According to the approach of Arch-
bishop Sheptitsky, firstly, from the joint
concerted action ‘for the good of others’
(including prayer) is formed ‘added
value’, and secondly, the source of this
‘added value’ is Christ, His grace. It
comes from His promise to reward those
who try to reconcile with their adversary
(“love him”) and to work with him for
the common good.

These theological formulas have
practical application from Sheptytsky:
«The welfare of the people is mostly
based on cooperation. Through coopera-
tion, through organization, through the
unification of our forces, through order
and unity, we multiply our economic
forces and gain ten times» (Septytsky
2007).

In other words, by transforming the
human spirit, directing it towards under-
standing and cooperation, we gain the en-
ergy needed for all other social transfor-
mations. And, as the Metropolitan was
fully convinced, the source of this benef-
icent energy is Christ. Such an under-
standing of grace as ‘added value’, which
appears where love reigns, can serve as
the motto of the entire pastoral ministry
of the Metropolitan in various fields —
economic relations, national relations,
state building, interfaith and interreligious
relations and, of course, personal life.

«Affirmative actiony is another con-
cept that was not used in Sheptytsky’s
time, but which was later formulated in
order to prevent discrimination and com-
pensate and equalize the rights of differ-
ent categories of people. However, the
approach itself has long been known, and



in the Christian Church it has always
been called ‘choice in favor of the poor’:
“The care of the poor and the protection
of those who do not know how to defend
themselves, the equality of human broth-
erhood, is only the right to justice and
love of neighbor, on which the whole law
of the Gospel stands. This law instructs
the clergy to guard the rights of the poor
and to care more for those in need. This
is what Christ did, this is what His ser-
vants and disciples must do” (Septytsly
2007,513).

Nowadays, there are so few people of
the moral and ethical level of Andrey
Sheptytsky, who care about difficult and
controversial issues of today, ranging
from economic growth and economic
justice to the political discourse and prac-
tices of true democracy. And, perhaps,
the most impressive aspect of the moral
genius of Sheptytsky was his attitude to
interreligious relations rooted in toler-
ance and search for interreligious dia-
logue that characterized him at the time
of his maturity.

Considering the contribution made by
the Metropolitan Archbishop of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church An-
drey Sheptytsky makes us stop and think
differently, encouraging us to clarify
more deeply and more clearly the current
realities and trends, as well as what deci-
sions should be made and how we need
to act.

The importance of studying the disci-
plines of historical and economic orien-
tation by the EoF professional economists

1. L’importanza del dialogo
nel magistero sociale di Papa
Francesco

na delle vie principali pro-

poste dal Santo Padre Fran-

cesco per il raggiungimento

del bene comune ¢ il dia-
logo. A quest’aspetto il Pontefice ha de-
dicato un intero capitolo della sua ultima
enciclica “Fratelli tutti: sulla fraternita e
I’amicizia sociale”, ma sono diversi i ri-
ferimenti che possiamo trovare nella
maggior parte dei suoi interventi e scritti
precedenti. Nell’Esortazione apostolica
Evangelii Gaudium, Papa Francesco ri-
leva che il dialogo autentico presuppone
un ascolto senza pregiudizi che ci con-
sente di guardare la realta in modo ogget-
tivo e senza filtri, comprendendone
divergenze e conflitti che non vanno ne-
gati o dissimulati, ma assunti, risolti e tra-
sformati in anelli di collegamento per
innescare nuovi processi (cfr. EG 226—
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is difficult to overestimate, because,
among other things, we can answer the
question: who are we in economic life
and what governs our actions? What
prompted prominent economists to make
their discoveries? In any part of the world,
the training of a professional economist
capable of making effective decisions
should be based on studying local busi-
ness experiences. Therefore, in the pro-
cess of developing the new human-cen-
tered economic paradigm an important
place should be given to the history of the
economy and economic thought of
Ukraine. Young economists should
deepen their knowledge of the example of
Andrey Sheptitsky as a spiritual, ideolog-
ical and moral leader for all ages, and es-
pecially for the one in which EoF
participants live today.
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